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Minutes of the meeting of Uppingham Town Council held at the Town 

Hall, High Street East, Uppingham, Rutland - WEDNESDAY 4
th

 MARCH 

2015. 

303/14 Chairman’s Opening Remarks: In the absence of Cllr Dave Ainslie, Deputy Mayor 

Alec Crombie chaired the meeting. The Chairman welcomed members of the council and 

public to the meeting. In his short address he paid tribute to the retiring clerk, Susan 

Awcock who was attending her final meeting. The Chairman commented on her unfailing 

hard work and wished her best wishes in her retirement. 

 

304/14 Attendance Register: David Casewell, Alec Crombie (Chair), Lindsay Cooper, Christine 

Edwards, Sam Findlay, Julie Lewis, Peter Rees, Richard Reeve, Robin Schlich, Ron 

Simpson (7.39pm) and Ian Salt. 

One member of the public and Jane Clayton-Jones from Citizen’s Advice Bureau. 

 

305/14 Apologies for Absence: David Ainslie and Cornelius Vincent-Enright 

Resolution: Apologies accepted proposed by Christine Edwards, seconded by David 

Casewell and unanimously agreed. 

 

306/14 Declaration of members interests and requests for dispensation: None 

 

307/14 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 4
th

 February 2015: Proposed by Sam 

Findlay, seconded by Richard Reeve, 9 in favour and 1 abstention. 

 

308/14 To approve the report of the Planning Committee meeting held on Thursday 19
th

 

February 2015. Resolution: Proposed by Richard Reeve, seconded by Christine 

Edwards, 8 in favour and 2 abstentions. 

 

7:39 pm Ron Simpson joined the meeting. 

 

309/14 Clerk’s Report and actions since last meeting:  
 

1. Skate Park 

 

a. The construction continues to plan with weekly updates between the 

contractor and clerk’s office. 

b. The outstanding issue remains about the tarmac surround to the fitness 

installation and sensory garden – two funding opportunities have been sought 

by the clerk with a view to applying for circa £20k to cover the tarmac works 

and exterior cladding to the skate park. 

 

2. Park Attendant 

I am pleased to confirm we have appointed Carole Hurst and her employment is already 

underway. 

3. Market Place Agreement 

The agreement has been received from Legal Services in Peterborough, all was in order 

as per our recommended changes and it has been signed by The Clerk and returned for 

RCC signatures. We will now be part of the sign off for any commercial road closure 

requests via RCC. 
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4. ATM Availability in Market Place 

A letter has been issued to Cash Zone reporting our concerns at the availability of 

services of their ATM and drawing their attention to the remaining peak demand days in 

2015 and the need to ensure it is suitably functioning on Fridays and the weekend. Clerk 

will update on any response. (Clerk to advise on the lighting of the ATM to cash zone) 

 

5. Town Hall Refurbishment 

 

 The planning application has been registered and a site visit by RCC Planning 

has taken place. 

 The Quantity Surveyor has been instructed to provide high level estimations for 

the work and these should be ready after 16
th
 March – a final meeting will 

probably be scheduled to review what has been received with Graham Allison. 

 The final stage of the funding will be applied for this week and the project 

remains within the original budget. 

 

6. External Communications & Social Media [slides] 

 

 I am pleased to report we now have our website fully integrated with Twitter and 

Facebook. The flow of visits to the town council website should start to improve 

significantly over the next few months as the content on the news pages gets 

updated daily and the calendars reflect all the good stuff happening in the Town 

Hall, Market Place and Tod’s Piece. 

 The aim of the above is to enable the community to know what’s happening in 

Uppingham, the Town Hall specifically and critically transform the Clerk’s 

Office to becoming available online 24/7. 

 Additionally, the market traders and hirers get their activities and operations 

known to a wider audience through the site and social media. 

 The next phase after the elections will be to bring a personal perspective to the 

website with a refresh of councillor profiles including that of the clerk. 

 If agreed, the Keep Britain Tidy / Dog Fouling Campaign will be the first test of 

the council seeking significant input from the community to shape and guide a 

project. The website and social media will be a key part of the plan. 

 

7. Ahead of the Election & New Councillors 

 

 We have had two enquiries about becoming a new councillor both of whom have 

attended the briefing at RCC earlier in February. 

 An email was issued today with links to the RCC information pages on the 

election. 

 

8. Electric Car Charging Points 

 

 Slow progress is being made with Polar/Chargemaster in getting the tariff agreed 

in place. 

 With required signage it currently looks like the charging will commence in mid-

April. 
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9. Handover Update 

 

 The final 4 weeks will focus on preparation for year end, training on the ‘old’ 

scribe system before installation of the new finance software w/c 23
rd

 March 

 Each area of work as it’s been handed over is being reviewed and where possible 

new records created in readiness for 1
st
 April. 

 Mandates for banking arrangements will be completed in three phases, 1) add 

Neil Wedge and then at month end 2) remove Susan Awcock and then finally in 

May 3) refresh for new councillors. 

 Final week checklist to ensure all key contact names, phone numbers and 

collateral reflect new clerk details. 

 

10.  Clerk’s Leaving Celebration 

 

 Plans all in hand, invites have been issued and we are receiving RSVPs. 

 A collection is underway with donations required in cash to Neil Wedge. 

 

11.  Priorities for April – May 2015 

 

 Training on the new finance software with RBS 

 Annual Town Meeting preparation 

 Uppingham Town Council Annual Report 

 Preparation for the Election 

 Finalise end of Year Accounts 

 Arrange internal audit 

 Support Uppingham First with Hopper Bus Pilot 

 

12.  Priorities for June to Year End 

 

 CilCA qualification complete 

 Commence review of Market, Town Hall and Allotment Revenues and 

Agreements 

 Start to collate supporting material to support Local Council Award Scheme 

accreditation 

 Increased use of electronic media and website to support councillors in full and 

committee meetings 

 

13.  Clerk Holidays 

 

 Away from Tuesday 7
th
 to 10

th
 April. Appropriate plans will be put in place for 

the 4 days. 

 

14.  Meeting Schedule 2015/16 

 

 Forward planning for 2015/16 has been done and is issued tonight for any 

feedback either now or after the meeting. 

 Smaller councils will have to meet the requirements of the new Transparency 

Code which should go live on 1
st
 April – in looking at this we are exempt in the 
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main and already complying with most regulatory demands. One area we could 

improve upon is the visibility of supporting papers and documents. 

 From April I plan to publish with agendas and minutes all supporting documents 

unless they refer to closed agenda items. 

 This meeting cycle will allow me to inform those when documents are needed to 

be submitted to enable suitable pre-reads and posting to council website. 

310/14 Democratic 15 Minutes – An opportunity for members of the public to speak: 

 

Jane Clayton-Jones addressed the meeting to provide an update on behalf of Citizen’s 

Advice Bureau. They remain committed to providing an outreach service shared in 

Uppingham between the Doctor’s Surgery and the Town Hall on the basis there continues 

to be a demand for the service provided. 

 

311/14 To receive reports from representatives working with external bodies: 

 

a) Uppingham Town Council Heritage Trail – meeting 19
th

 February 2015 

David Casewell updated the meeting to confirm that the Heritage Trail Committee 

will hold its final meeting this month. Additionally a new sculpture by Alan Potter 

had now been installed at Hog Hill. 

b) Uppingham Town Centre and Business  Zones Plan Task Group – meeting 19
th

 

February 2015 

Ron Simpson summarised the outputs of the meeting and advised the meeting on 

forthcoming agenda items for the next meeting. 

c) Report from the meeting with Dr. Jones from the Uppingham Surgery – 12
th

 

February 2015 

Alec Crombie updated the meeting about the discussion at the Uppingham Surgery 

and highlighted concerns about the crossing to the bus stop on Ayston Road. Further 

correspondence had been received from the representative of the Patient Participation 

Group highlighting concerns about transport to the surgery. 

d) Uppingham Town Partnership (UTP) Meeting – 25
th

 February 2015 

David Casewell updated the meeting about a new website that had been designed for 

The Uppingham Town Partnership. He also informed the meeting it had been agreed 

that Rachel Watts will represent UTP at the Town Centre and Business Zones Plan 

Task Group. UTP were also encouraged by the number of new faces joing the 

organising committee. 

 

312/14 To approve the signing of a licence to be held by Uppingham Town Council on 

behalf of Uppingham in Bloom for the fence to the front of Mercer’s Yard car park. 

Resolution: Proposed by Richard Reeve, seconded by Sam Findlay and unanimously 

agreed. 

 

313/14 Neighbourhood Plan – Update: Ron Simpson updated the meeting on a planned 

meeting with The Trustees of Uppingham School at the month end on the topic of the 

planned development by Bloor Homes. Ron Simpson also mentioned his recent visit to 

Westminster from which he reassured council that should Neighbourhood Plans come 

under further challenge Ministers would step in to support. 

 

314/14 To approve the addition of the signature of Neil Wedge (Town Clerk Designate) to 

all bank mandates for Uppingham Town Council. These include Lloyds Bank, 

HSBC and NatWest. Resolution: Proposed by Peter Rees, seconded by Christine 

Edwards and unanimously agreed. 
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315/14 To approve under the general powers of competence the grant aid application for 

Uppingham In Bloom – for Britain in Bloom. 

Resolution: Proposed by Richard reeve that £2,000 be granted to Uppingham in Bloom, 

seconded by Sam Findlay and unanimously agreed. 

 

316/14 To approve under the general powers of competence the grant aid application for 

Uppingham In Bloom – for the Keep Britain Tidy Dog Fouling Campaign in March. 

Resolution: Proposed by Sam Findlay that £2,250 plus VAT be granted under the 

General Powers of Competence to undertake the campaign as outlined, seconded by Julie 

Lewis, 9 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention. 

 

317/14 To approve under the general powers of competence the grant aid application for 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau. Resolution: Proposed by Ian Salt that under the General 

Powers of Competence council grant no more than £1,000 to Citizen’s Advice Bureau, 

seconded by Christine Edwards, 2 in favour and 9 against. Motion failed. 

Resolution: Proposed by Richard Reeve that £2,000 be granted under the General 

Powers of Competence to Citizen’s Advice Bureau, seconded by Sam Findlay 10 in 

favour and 1 against. 

 

318/14 To consider the proposals for the community bus pilot by Uppingham First. (paper 

to be circulated prior to meeting by email) Resolution: Ron Simpson proposed the report 

be accepted by council with the next update being on 1
st
 April 2015, seconded by Ian 

Salt, 10 in favour and 1 abstention. 

 

319/14 To approve the use of Tod’s Piece for the Flower & Produce Show 2015. Resolution: 
Proposed by Peter Rees that approval be given for the use of Tod’s Piece subject to the 

Clerk assessing ground suitability ahead of the event, seconded by Sam Findlay, 10 in 

favour and 1 abstention. 

 

320/14 To consider the change of use of the telephone box to house a defibrillator unit on 

Stockerston Road. Resolution: Proposed by Ron Simpson that council support the 

telephone use be changed to house a defibrillator following repairs by BT, seconded by 

Richard Reeve and unanimously agreed. 

 

321/14 APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION: 

 

2015/0112/LBA – Proposal: Rebuild the front left hand boundary wall which is currently 

in poor condition. Applicant: Uppingham School, The Lodge, 3 Stockerston Road, 

Uppingham, Rutland. Resolution: Proposed and recommended for approval by Richard 

Reeve, seconded by Christine Edwards, 8 in favour and 3 abstentions. 

 

2015/0138/FUL – Proposal: Proposed new side extension and orangery to back elevation. 

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Jason King, 8 Bramble Close, Uppingham, Rutland. 

Resolution: Proposed by Robin Schlich that the smaller side extension be recommended 

for approval, but the ‘Orangery’ not be recommended for approval on the grounds of over 

development and in support of the possible adjoining neighbour’s objections. Seconded 

by Richard Reeve, 9 in favour and 2 abstentions. 

 

2015/0140/FUL – Proposal: Build a single storey extension to the front of the property, 

enabling us to extend the living room at 7 The Quadrant, Uppingham, Rutland. 

Applicant: Mr Raymond Stanton, 26 Willow Close, Uppingham, Rutland. 

Resolution: Richard Reeve proposed that this be deferred until plans are received, 

seconded by Christine Edwards, 10 in favour and 1 abstention. 
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322/14 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: Resolution: The payments below were approved for 

payment. Proposed by Julie Lewis, seconded by Christine Edwards and unanimously 

agreed. 

Payment Schedule – 4
th

 March 2015. Cheque (Lloyds) - *Paid between meetings. 

No. / DD Payee Description Code Amount 

000564* Uppingham 

Twinning 

Assoc 

Grant Aid Donations £1,000.00 

000565* Uppingham 

Town Council 

Transfer to new NatWest 

Account 

N/A £30,000.00 

000566* Anchor Newsletter Publications £159.14 

000567* Cory Ground maintenance Open Spaces £902.10 

000568* Eon Electricity usage Public 

Lighting 

£117.70 

000569* Alastair Bell Logo re set for wesbsite and 

letterhead – IncHouse 

Miscellaneous £75.00 

000570* D Norton & 

Sons 

Xmas lights electricity supply Christmas 

Lights 

£50.00 

000571* RCC Salaries General 

Admin 

£5,619.00 

000572* Weston 

Allison Wright 

Town Hall Refurbishment 

Project Management 

Feasibility 

Study 

£2,400.00 

000573 Information 

Commissioner 

DPA Registration Miscellaneous £35.00 

000574 Severn Trent Water charges Town Hall £95.18 

000575 Lloyds Bank 

Commercial 

Robinson Lloyds Architects 

for Town Hall Refurbishment 

Feasibility 

Study 

£2,469.49 

000576 Ricoh Photocopier lease General 

Admin 

£348.40 

000577 Quality Office 

Supplies 

Stationery General 

Admin 

£61.52 

000578 Dr Hywel 

Maslen 

Heritage Trail research Heritage Trail £1,000 

000579 N/A Spoilt Cheque N/A £0.00 

000580 Malcolm Lane 

& Son 

Heritage trail signage Heritage Trail £102.00 

000581 Alastair Bell Heritage trail Heritage Trail £300.00 

000582 RCC Salaries General 

Admin 

£6,072.11 

000583 Alastair Bell Replaces 000569 which was 

made out to the wrong payee 

Miscellaneous £75.00 

000584 David Ainslie Chair’s Allowance Miscellaneous £350.00 

000585 David 

Casewell 

Flipchart & pad Heritage Trail £55.00 

000586 Barker Signs 

Services Ltd 

Re-erect car parking sign Open Spaces £60.00 

  

297/14 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 

 

Meeting closed at 9.12 p.m. 

 


