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Minutes of the meeting of Uppingham Town Council held at the Town Hall, High Street East, 

Uppingham, Rutland – 7.30 pm WEDNESDAY 4
th

 November 2015 [7:00pm - T Inspector Gavin 

Drummond updated the meeting on progress with the new policing model in place since Feb 2015, a 

quick overview of recent crime and the plans in place to tackle specific issues through the 

Neighbourhood Policing Team locally. A brief discussion was held about the imminent launch of the 

CCTV cameras.] 

188/15 1 - Chairman’s Opening Remarks: David Ainslie proposed to suspend standing order 

3i (standing to speak) and this was seconded by Richard Reeve. 11 votes in favour, 2 

votes against. 

 

189/15 2 - Attendance Register: David Ainslie (Chair), Alec Crombie, David Casewell, 

Christine Edwards, Sam Findlay, Miranda Jones, Bill O’Leary, Peter Rees, Richard 

Reeve, Stephen Rozak, Ian Salt, Mark Shaw and Cornelius Vincent-Enright. 

 

Marc Oxley, Neil Carpenter, Alan Riddle and Frank Cooper were in the Public Gallery. 

 

190/15 3 - Apologies for Absence: Lindsay Cooper 

Resolution: Proposed to accept the apology by Christine Edwards, seconded by 

Cornelius Vincent-Enright and unanimously agreed. 

The Chair and Town Clerk had been advised that Cllr. Ron Simpson would be late to the 

meeting. 

 

191/15 4 - Declaration of members interests and requests for dispensation: 

 Cllr. Ron Simpson declared a pecuniary interest in item 13 as a member of the Local 

Government Pension Scheme. 

 Cllr. Ron Simpson declared a pecuniary interest as the owner of a company 

mentioned on the presentation by the Town Clerk in item 15. 

 Cllr. Ron Simpson declared a prejudicial and pecuniary interest in item 19 as a 

commercial investor and principal author of the plan. 
 

192/15 5 - To confirm the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7
th

 October 2015. 

Resolution: Proposed by Mark Shaw, seconded by Cornelius Vincent-Enright 12 in 

favour and 1 abstention. 

 

193/15 6 – Democratic 15 minutes – an opportunity for the public to speak 

The Chair invited any members of the public to speak: 

 

Alan Riddle spoke briefly on behalf of the Uppingham Bowls Club in respect of item 17. 

Mr Riddle provided a short history of the club and an up to date view of the clubs 

circumstances. He asked that Council consider the grant aid request favourably. 

 

194/15 7 - Clerk’s Report and actions since last meeting: 
 

Skate Park 

We have received today the final payment from WREN – this is for £6,159 which is the 

residue after removing the fitness equipment from the project earlier in the year. The 

current spend with HOPE Construction is £6408.46 plus VAT. 

The exterior cladding work is nearly complete and the supplier has been paid direct. As it 

stands currently against reserves set aside for any unexpected costs Council have 

incurred: 

 

HOPE Construction Cement - £6,408.46 

Flo Skate Parks Cladding Installation - £1,000 
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Z-Clad Materials - £3,475.00 

Total Spend - £10,883.46 

 

WREN Grant - £6,159.00 

 

Impact on Reserves - £4,724.46 

Earmarked Reserves left - £5,275.54 

 

Remaining work includes: 

 

a) Hand rails and grind boxes – w/c 9
th
 Nov 

b) Site clearance – 5
th
 Nov onwards 

c) ROSPA inspection – TBC 

d) Restore allotments – TBC 

 

Opening – I don’t propose at this point to undertake any opening celebration of the park. 

Simply get the ROSPA inspection done and the park fully open as soon as possible. 

Given it is now some 8 months past the original completion date – spending any money 

or celebrating the opening would be the wrong thing to do. 

 

Tod’s Piece Toilets (S106 Monies) 
First stage payment to Rutland Stonecraft has been made and the final payment will be 

made on completion of the project. Awaiting final fittings inside the toilet ahead of 

setting out and understanding any ongoing costs for the maintenance of the toilet and 

utility estimates. Thank you to Stephen Rozak who took time out to paint the toilets on 

the inside. 

 

Newsletter 

Has been issued with positive feedback so far – the final cost included design artwork for 

the new layout that will be used going forward in either an A3 or A4 format. 

 

Next edition is planned for Spring. 

 

Holidays 

No current holidays scheduled – but will be looking to take some time in Nov/Dec and 

early 2016. 

 

Clerk Training 

Two days 5
th
 and 6

th
 Nov with RBS Software 

 

Priorities for November 
Bring RBS software up to date for mid-year reporting and budgeting 

Conclude and open skate park project – conclude funding and payment to contractor 

Commence governance structure review for committees and working parties 

Progress transfer of ‘lead officer’ duties for Neighbourhood Plan from Ron Simpson to 

me. 

Start recruitment process for Park Attendant / weekend caretaker 

Issue newsletter following sign off 

Get estimates of on-costs for Tod’s Piece Toilets once complete 

Meet with Chair of Staffing to set year ahead objectives 

Christmas lights – testing, replacement and installations ready for 3
rd

 December 

Commence rent review process for UTFC and UBC on Tod’s Piece and action any 

recommendations from lease review by Dep. Mayor for The Bowls Club. 

Achieve a go/no go on the idea for a Christmas week market on 22
nd

 December 2015 

Present a clear view of town forums back to council before year end. 
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Priorities for October to Year End 
CilCA qualification complete by end of December and submitted 

Pensions provision for staff 

Reach decision point on refurbishment of Town Hall 

Commence review Allotment Agreements and Usage Guidelines 

Commence review of Market and Town Hall user agreements and terms and conditions 

Increased use of electronic media and website to support councillors in full and 

committee meetings – full refresh of website by end of year 

Start to collate supporting material to support Local Council Award Scheme accreditation 

 

 

Meetings scheduled: 

a) Weekly meetings with Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

b) Meeting with Sue Renton ref Good Neighbour Schemes – 11
th
 Nov 

c) Meeting with Dave Brown / Mayor and Deputy Mayor ref street lighting on 13
th
 

Nov at 10am 

d) Meeting with Debbie Mogg 12
th
 Nov at 11.30am reference governance and clerk 

support via RCC 

e) Strategy Meeting between UTC and RCC involving the Mayor, Deputy Mayor 

and Town Clerk 

f) Meeting with Ward Members on 13
th
 Nov at 4pm reference Ward Member 

working relationships 

 

AOB 

In receipt of a potential claim against the council following a local residents fall on Tod’s 

Piece. No further update. 

 

195/15 8 - To receive reports from representatives working with external bodies: 

All meeting papers have been circulated by email between meetings. 

 

David Casewell updated the meeting on the Rutland Committee for WW1 and confirmed 

that Rutland County Council (RCC) have submitted a request for funding to stage a 

version of the ‘weeping window’ poppy installation at Oakham Castle in 2017/18. Also 

that there was broad support for the plans to grant the freedom of Uppingham to the 2
nd

 

Royal Anglian Regiment. 

 

196/15 9 - Neighbourhood Plan – Update to be provided and consideration of any actions 

required from the discussion. 

 

Update: Cllr. David Ainslie updated that after enquiries with our legal representative that 

there was no news on the Supreme Court application by Larkfleet. Hopefully before the 

year end there would be news. Additionally Cllr Ainslie highlighted that there are no 

current plans lodged with RCC as both Larkfleet and Bloor Homes had withdrawn their 

applications. Bloor Homes are ‘re-drawing’ the site layout and have asked for a slot to 

update the Council on 2
nd

 December 2015. 

 

a) Consider a report from the Neighbourhood Plan Task Group in relation to 

Rutland County Councils ‘call for sites’ notification. Submission deadline is 

Thursday 5th November 2015. Resolution: Proposed by Bill O’Leary that the 

Town Clerk be asked to write to RCC that Uppingham Town Council expect 

RCC to maintain the principles of the Neighbourhood Plan to 2026 and any 

subsequent updates thereafter. Seconded by Cornelius Vincent-Enright and 

unanimously agreed. 
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Resolution: David Casewell proposed that the Neighbourhood Plan Task Group 

be asked to consider ‘issues and options’ stage of RCC consultation following the 

call for sites and report back to Council at the earliest opportunity. Seconded by 

Cornelius Vincent-Enright, 12 in favour and 1 abstention. 

 

197/15 10 - Consider the response from Helen Briggs the CEO of Rutland County Council 

to a request from the October meeting to provide an increased level of detail on the 

impact on Uppingham following the administrative error by Rutland County 

Council on S106 monies from Larkfleet. 

 

 [See website for copy correspondence from H Briggs, CEO of RCC] 

 

Resolution: Proposed by David Ainslie that the Town Clerk write to Helen Briggs, CEO 

of RCC thanking her for the letter clarifying matters and asking when the £62,500 will be 

allocated to the Town Council. Seconded by Richard Reeve, 11 in favour and 2 

abstentions. 

 

198/15 11 - To receive the following reports from committees of Uppingham Town Council: 

 

a) Staffing Committee held on Wednesday 21
st
 October at 6.15pm. Resolution: 

Proposed by Christine Edwards, seconded by Bill O’Leary, 10 in favour and 3 

abstentions. 

b) Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 21
st
 October 

2015 at 7.00pm. Resolution: Proposed by Sam Findlay, seconded by Christine 

Edwards, 11 in favour and 2 abstentions. 

c) Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 21
st
 October 2015 at 7.45pm. 

Resolution: Proposed by Miranda Jones, seconded by Mark Shaw, 11 in favour 

and 2 abstentions. 

 

199/15 12 - To receive an update on the Hopper Bus pilot being operated by Uppingham 

First. 
Update: In the absence of Cllr Ron Simpson, David Ainslie provided an update and 

confirmed that the 500
th
 user of the Hopper Bus had been awarded with a gift and that the 

service appears very popular. 

 

Cllr. Ron Simpson joined the meeting at 8:31pm 

 

200/15 13 - Consider the outcome of the informal discussions with the Town Clerk about 

pension provision so that contributions can commence from 8th October 2015. 

Resolution: Sam Findlay proposed that option 2 of the attached be adopted by  Council 

including the annual admin charge and backdated to 8
th
 October 2015 as per the 

recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 

21
st
 October 2015. Seconded by Cornelius Vincent-Enright and unanimously agreed. 

 

Sam Findlay wished to record a note of thanks for the flexibility shown by the Town 

Clerk in agreeing to make personal arrangements for pension provision rather than via the 

Local Government Pension Scheme. Chair David Ainslie commended Sam Findlay and 

Lindsay Cooper for concluding discussions with the Town Clerk. 

 

201/15 14 - Consider the permanent appointment of the Town Clerk following completion 

of the probationary period on 7
th

 October 2015. Resolution: Proposed by Christine 

Edwards that the Town Clerk be appointed to the permanent staff having successfully 

concluded his probationary period. Seconded by Alec Crombie and unanimously agreed. 

 

Cllr. Ron Simpson left the meeting during the presentation of item 15 by the Town Clerk. 
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202/15 15 - Consider an update from the Town Clerk on his first 9 months in role and some 

reflections and observations he has on more efficient working in Uppingham of the 

‘volunteer force’ at our disposal.  

Update: The Town Clerk gave a short presentation and urged those sitting on the various 

forums in town to consider a future proposal by the Clerk to streamline and reduce the 

number of forums and meetings in town such that a clearer picture emerges for locals in 

the community and those impacted by their activity. 

 

Note: Cllr. Ron Simpson re-entered the room following the conclusion of this item. 

 

203/15 16 - Consider the re-constitution of the working parties in Uppingham Town 

Council’s organisational structure. The need to formerly establish clear terms of 

reference, codes of conduct and a stronger link to a refreshed set of Standing Orders 

and Code of Conduct to guide their operation. Working parties to be included in the 

review are the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery Task Group, Heritage Trail, Localism, 

WW1 and Resilience Group: 
 

a) Consider and recommend for adoption the revised operating structure 

creating a new standing committee and absorbing the activities of the 

remaining working parties into existing committees as per the handout. 

b) Consider and recommend for adoption or otherwise – Part 1 of the Standing 

Orders in draft 

c) Consider and recommend for adoption or otherwise – Part 2 of the Standing 

Orders in draft 

d) Consider and recommend for adoption or otherwise – The Code of Conduct 

in Appendix 3 of the Standing Orders in draft 

 

Note: The draft new Standing Orders have been created by using the previously adopted 

document, filling in any gaps that existed, reviewing other Parish Council Standing 

Orders and then setting this against NALC model standing orders. 

 

Resolution: Proposed by Richard Reeve that an evening ‘one off’ meeting should be 

convened by the Town Clerk, the Mayor and Cllr Casewell (with an invitation to all 

councillors) to review the draft Standing Orders, Code of Conduct and Operating 

Structure with a view to representing them at 2
nd

 December meeting for consideration. 

Seconded by Cornelius Vincent-Enright and unanimously agreed. 

 

Note: Councillors should advise the Town Clerk on the following: 

a) Submit any comments and views by email immediately for the Clerk to log 

b) Those wishing to be involved in the review please let the Town Clerk know 

immediately so that a date can be added to the diary 

 

204/15 17 - Consider the recommendation of the Amenities Committee in respect of the 

Uppingham Bowls Club for the following items: 
 

a) Consider the call in of resolution 113/15 (detailed in supporting paper) and the 

granting of £850.00 to Uppingham Bowls Club against a request for £1,000 to 

offset the current rent of £1,500 for the current financial year. Resolution: Sam 

Findlay proposed that the Council grant £1,000 under the powers contained in the 

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, section 19. Seconded 

by Richard Reeve, 10 in favour, 2 against and 2 abstentions. 

b) Consider the mechanism for the Council to look to resolve the best way forward 

for both parties in relation to the lease for the building within the next 12 months. 

Resolution: David Ainslie proposed that a small group look at the mechanism 
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needed to reach a suitable solution and that this group comprises of the Town 

Clerk, Cllr. Alec Crombie, Cllrs. Richard Reeve and Peter Rees. This 

group to report back its recommendations to full council within the current 

financial year. Seconded by Christine Edwards and unanimously agreed. 
 

205/15 18 - Consider a request to stage the Freedom of Uppingham event in 2016 to 2
nd

 

Royal Anglian Regiment. At the June full Council the following was resolved: 

Proposed by Christine Edwards that council are minded to support the granting the 

honour of freedom of entry to Uppingham and would welcome further details and plans 

to consider, seconded by Ian Salt and unanimously agreed. 

 

a) To grant or not the Freedom of Uppingham to 2
nd

 Royal Anglian Regiment. 

Resolution: Proposed by Ian Salt that Council agree to grant the Freedom of 

Uppingham to the 2
nd

 Royal Anglian Regiment, seconded by Christine Edwards 

and unanimously agreed. 

b) Approve or otherwise the date of 3
rd

 May 2016. Resolution: Proposed by Ian 

Salt that the date of 3
rd

 May 2016 be agreed, seconded by Cornelius Vincent-

Enright and unanimously agreed. 

c) Approve or otherwise the budget of £2,750 for 2016/17 to cover the cost of 

the event. Resolution: Proposed by Christine Edwards that the budget for this 

event be agreed at £2,750, seconded by Cornelius Vincent-Enright, 13 in favour 

and 1 abstention. 

d) Approve or otherwise the Town Clerk’s time to help support and organise 

the event on behalf of the Council. Resolution: Proposed by David Casewell, 

that the Clerk along with Cllrs. Miranda Jones, Christine Edwards, Ian Salt 

and Cornelius Edwards help shape the plans for 3
rd

 May 2016, seconded by 

Miranda Jones and unanimously agreed. 

 

Note: Cllrs. Miranda Jones, Christine Edwards, Ian Salt and Cornelius Edwards would 

like to be involved helping shape plans. 

 

Cllr. David Ainslie suggested a change in the agenda order following given time 

constraints and moved item 19. To the end of the meeting. 

 

206/15 20 - Applications for planning permission: 

 

a) 2015/0893/FUL – Proposal: Extension and alterations to existing dwelling to 

reinstate the building’s original character. Mr Tom Keville, 23A Queen Street, 

Uppingham, Rutland LE15 9QR. Resolution: Proposed by Richard Reeve that 

this be recommended for approval, seconded by Cornelius Vincent-Enright and 

unanimously agreed. 

 

207/15 21 - ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – Resolution: The amounts below were approved 

for payment. Proposed by Sam Findlay, seconded by Mark Shaw and unanimously 

agreed. 

 

Payment Schedule – 4
th

 November 2015.* Paid between meetings. 

Cheque (Lloyds) 

No. / DD Payee Description Amount 

000704* EON Electricity supply £34.84 

000705* Grant Thornton Annual Audit £720.00 

000706* CORY Annual contract – monthly payment £927.90 
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000707* Amanet ESET Anti-Virus PC Software £45.60 

Debit Card LCN Domain name hosting 2 years** £61.20 

000708* Zurich Insurance Annual premium £3,377.30 

000709* JMG Amenity Leic Rd Cemetery moss treatment £132.00 

000710 David Ainslie DUPLICATE – DESTROYED  

000711* British Royal Legion Poppy Appeal  - wreath £50.00 

Debit Card Corby B C Corby Visitor Forum M’ship*** £30.00 

000712 Uppingham First Town benchmarking survey 50% of £210.00 

000713 RCC Payroll £3163.98 

000714 L&RALC Councillor induction training SR £35.00 

000715 Anchorprint Group Autumn newsletter £501.60 

000716 CORY Annual contract – monthly payment £927.90 

000717 EON Electricity supply street lighting £173.63 

 *Paid between meetings 

**Relates to uppinghamtowncouncil.co.uk domain hosting which has an auto forward assigned to it to 

direct web traffic to uppinghamtowncouncil.gov.uk which is now active. Renewal can only be done 

via debit card online. 

***Relates to previously approved spend on membership of the Corby Visitor Forum only payable by 

debit card online. 

208/15 22 - CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

a) The Planning Inspectorate Report to Rutland County Council – Report on the 

examination of the Rutland County Council Community Infrastructure Levy 

Draft Charging Schedule. 

b) Mark Longhurst – Enforcement Officer for Rutland County Council ref 71A 

High Street, Uppingham 

c) Letter from Neil Carpenter representative of the Market Traders in Uppingham 

d) Letter from Mr C Barfield about street lighting and CCTV installation 

e) Briefing note from the recent NALC conference supplied by Cllr. Ron Simpson 

 

Note: Cllr. Ron Simpson left the room ahead of item 19 commencing and didn’t return to 

the meeting. 

 

209/15 19 - Consider an update on ideas discussed verbally by the Uppingham Town 

Centre and Business Zone Task Group for the Market Place that could be 

developed further following community and interest group feedback – setting out a 

timetable for further updates and visibility of recommendations following survey 

feedback.  
 

Resolution: Proposed by Bill O’Leary that the report by Cllr. David Ainslie be received, 

seconded by Sam Findlay and unanimously agreed. 

 

Resolution: Proposed by Richard Reeve that the Chairman of Uppingham First be asked 

to present to Council an update on the plans proposed by the Uppingham Town Centre 

and Business Zone Task Group at the next Council meeting, seconded by Cornelius 

Vincent-Enright and unanimously agreed. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 

 


