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Uppingham Town Council 

Report to: Full Council 
Date: 7th December 2017 

Subject: Uppingham Town Centre & Business Zone Plan Task Group 
Agenda Item: 12 

 

Report Objective(s): To consider the matters raised in the petition delivered to the Town Council by Mrs Val 
Booth and for the Council to establish a position whereby firm guidance can be given to 
the Council's representative(s) on the Uppingham Town Centre and Business Zone Plan 
Task Group as to how to make that position known to that body. 

Background: Uppingham First published a consultation version of the plan in mid July 2016 on a 
website used for publishing the Uppingham Neighbourhood Plan – the website domain 
name is www.uppinghamneighbourhoodplan.info. This website is registered to and 
maintained by Uppingham First. The website has now been refreshed with a new 
homepage. 
At our Annual Council Meeting in May two representatives were appointed to the task 
group, Cllr. Ainslie and Vincent-Enright. Cllr. Vincent-Enright did not attend any meetings 
and subsequently resigned. 
During the course of the last year requests have been made for an update and 
presentation from Uppingham First to council, this hasn’t happened and instead reports 
have been received from Cllr. Ainslie when requested. 
Following a leaflet distribution in July greater awareness was given to the consultation of 
the plan, which resulted in a flurry of feedback to the Town Hall and a petition from the 
community with nearly 500 signatures. A copy was given to Uppingham First by the Clerk. 
Various correspondence has taken place between Council and Uppingham First in 
relation to improved engagement of the community including a call for an open town 
meeting on the topic of the Market Place, the website and confusion this has caused and 
the inclusion of the Clerk’s contact details within the plan without prior consent. 
Additionally questions have been raised over the roles undertaken by councillors given 
their declared interests. 

Risks & Issues: 1. Without a clear brief for members when sitting on meetings outside of council it may 
be difficult to know when and how to comment and what degree of authority they 
have on behalf of the council. (This could be mitigated by establishing a clear brief at 
the outset of any request for representation and this is resolved clearly). 

2. Where members sit on or are part of a number of groups or organisations in town it 
may become difficult for members of the public to understand fully whether they are 
speaking for the council or in another capacity. (This could be mitigated by having 
some clear guidance around member participation and representative roles plus 
clear memorandum of understandings with the organisations). 

Consultation & 
Feedback: 

None currently – the above is provided as a result of comments by email, letter, verbally 
and recorded in council meetings over the last 10 months. 

Options: Council need to agree a position, which can be relayed to the broader community and 
Uppingham First at the same time. So far in response to the feedback received in council 
meetings your Chair has supported the view that there should be an open public meeting 
when the next version of the plan is ready for publication. 
Guidance for your representative could take on the following points: 
1. That Uppingham First set out a clear timeline and plan as to how the community will 

be engaged and updated. 
2. That Uppingham First make clear who they will seek views from as key contributors 

to the plan and will this extend to other groups other than businesses. In doing so 
will they publish a list of the key contributors. 

3. That Uppingham First set out how they would deliver and fund these 
recommendations and how it would involve Uppingham Town Council and Rutland 

http://www.uppinghamneighbourhoodplan.info/


County Council. 
4. That Uppingham First recognise the sensitivities around the Market Place and have a 

specific open meeting at the Town Hall to present ideas and take questions for any 
proposed changes being sought. That subsequent meetings take the same format to 
cover any other aspects or content given the breadth of the plan. 

5. That Uppingham First offer Uppingham Town Council members the same 
opportunity set out by Edward Baines, whereby Rutland County Council are to get a 
presentation ahead of the second version of the plan being published. 

6. That Uppingham First close down the website 
www.uppinghamneighbourhoodplan.info at the earliest opportunity and remove the 
Neighbourhood Plan content. 

7. That Uppingham First ensure that the data upon which the plan is based is made 
known fully. 
 

Finance Required: None. 
Timeline: Critical that any outcome of this debate is reflected in all representative roles undertaken 

by members ahead of the annual council meeting. 
Powers Required: None. 

Recommendation(s) 
/ Resolution in 

draft: 

For discussion and agreement by members in the meeting. 

Next Steps and 
Actions for the 

Town Clerk: 
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