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Uppingham Town Council 

Report to: Full Council 
Date: 16th August 2017 

Subject: Royal British Legion Lamp Post Poppy Project 
Agenda Item: 12 

 

Report Objective(s): Consider supporting the Royal British Legion lamp post poppy appeal in 2017 by 
purchasing individual poppies to be fixed by volunteers to lamp post columns in 
Uppingham between October and December. (Each poppy will cost £3.00 plus the cost of 
cable ties). 

Background: A number of parishes in Rutland are considering taking part in this project in 2017. A 
summary of what it is about can be read in this extract from an email received from 
Sophie Dinnie at the Royal British Legion in Leicester – these poppies could be used in 
November 2017 and then again in 2018: 
 
Last year Shropshire had a successful local campaign with ‘Lamp Post Poppies’ in, you 
may have seen images of them on social media. 
 
We are keen to do this in Leicestershire this year. In order to get a bit more organised 
this year, and to avoid a last minute panic trying to source the poppies, we thought it 
best to reach out to all the Parish Councils in Leicestershire & Rutland to see who would 
like to take part for 2017.  
  
How this will work: I will be your main contact for arranging the lamp post poppies rather 
than going through the local volunteers to take a bit of pressure off them during a busy 
period. I’ll need to know how many poppies you would like to order, then based upon a 
suggested donation of £3 per poppy I will send you an invoice.  
  
Some councils paid this in full and others reached out to the local community and 
business to get the poppies ‘sponsored’ with councils covering any short fall. It may be 
worth raising the campaign in your areas to see what the uptake may be prior to 
ordering.  
  
I will require orders by the 1st September, so that I can get the order placed and 
delivered to you in time. Our ordering system tends to get a bit overwhelmed come 
October.  I will also need an address on where to send the poppies to. In Telford, to save 
costs, Lawley Parish Council are taking the full deliveries for Telford and Wrekin and 
distributing from there. It may be there is somewhere in Shropshire to do this also.  
  
Payments will be needed before the 1st December. I will be the contact for this, but once 
the money is banked it will be assigned to your district tally and I will be in 
communication with your local volunteers so they know what was raised in the area. You 
would then retain the poppies for next year, potentially recruiting sponsors for the 
poppies to continue to raise vital funds.  
  
You may need to speak to your local highways team on the rules and regulations for 
putting the poppies on lamp posts so that they don’t obstruct sightlines.  
  
During the Appeal I will be submitting an article to the local press with details of the 
campaign and where people can see the poppies. It would be fantastic to get them all 
over the County! 
 
In support of the project Rutland CC gave the following guidance and approval: 



 
Following an email from the Leicestershire and Rutland Community Fundraising officer of 
the Royal British Legion, a fundraising proposal has been presented to Parishes for them 
to purchase large poppies for placement on lamp columns. 
 
Rutland County Council fully supports this proposal and will grant permission to attach 
the poppies to the lamp columns, to each Town/Parish Council, or Meeting, wishing to 
participate.   
 
The following criteria will apply: 
All poppies shall be purchased by participating Parishes 
All must be a minimum of 2.3m above ground level 
All poppies shall be suitably attached to prevent them become dislodged by weather (i.e. 
cable ties) 
All poppies must be placed by Parish volunteers from each Parish 
Only the single red poppies, as distributed by the Royal British Legion will be permitted. 
No poppy shall obscure visibility splays or any road signs, 
All poppies must be removed by Dec 31st  
All poppies must be removed by volunteers from each Parish (including cable ties). 
 
To add a poppy to all lamp posts in Uppingham we would need to order circa 700, 
however some of these are wall mounted fixings so it is likely 660 would be sufficient. 
Alternatively alternate or town centre based locations could be covered. Example costs 
below. 
 

Risks & Issues: 1. Poppies may be pinched from lamp posts impacting the overall effect of the display 
in town. (This could be mitigated by the communications in town ahead of the 
installation). 

2. May be perceived by some as a poor use of public money and attract an adverse 
reactions from the community. (This could be mitigated by a smaller coverage of 
lamp post than all). 

3. Lack of volunteers to install the poppies. (Could mitigate this by appealing for 
volunteers from the community, residents associations and partnership groups). 

Consultation & 
Feedback: 

Seek member feedback no broader consultation planned. 

Options: 1. Do nothing. 
2. Order sufficient poppies for blanket coverage of town – 660 costing £1,980 
3. Order enough for coverage of the conservation area (Heritage Lighting area) – 35/40 

costing £120 
4. Order enough to cover alternate lamp posts – 330 costing £990 
5. Order enough to cover every third lamp post – 220 costing £660 

Finance Required: Budgetary Participation line currently has £2,108 which could be used subject to member 
approval. 

Timeline: Decision need to place an order by 1st September 2017 
Powers Required: General power of competence. 

Recommendation(s) 
/ Resolution in 

draft: 

Seeking member views. 

Next Steps and 
Actions for the 

Town Clerk: 

Clerk to action member recommendations. 

 

 


