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Minutes of the meeting of Uppingham Town Council held at the Town Hall, High Street East, 

Uppingham, Rutland – 7.30pm WEDNESDAY 13
th

 September 2017. 

096/17 1 - Chairman’s Opening Remarks:  Alec Crombie advised members that the meeting 

would be recorded and made available in the future on the Town Council website. The 

Chair stated that the recordings of meetings had yet to be uploaded on to the website and 

he asked the Clerk to provide an update during his report. 

 

The Chair congratulated Uppingham in Bloom on their Gold Award and asked Miranda 

to convey our congratulations to the committee. He was also pleased to advise Council 

that Uppingham in Bloom have been nominated for a Queen’s Community Award of 

which the outcome will be known in the first week of June 2018. The Chair also advised 

that a lot had been happening on the Neighbourhood Plan and Local Plan and wanted to 

put on record his sincere thanks to all those involved in the process and in particular 

thanked Cllrs. Casewell and Ainslie. Finally a lot of work put in by Cllr. Rozak on the 

747 bus – thank you to you too. 

 

Alec Crombie proposed to suspend standing order 2.3.10 (standing to speak) and this was 

seconded by Peter Rees, 8 votes in favour, 1 vote against. 

 

097/17 2 - Attendance Register: 
Alec Crombie (Chair), David Ainslie, David Casewell, Lindsay Cooper, Christine 

Edwards, Sam Findlay, Miranda Jones, Peter Rees and Stephen Rozak. 

 

098/17 3 - Apologies for Absence: 
Received from Mark Shaw (work commitments), Claire Crowley, Richard Reeve 

(unwell), Ron Simpson (on holiday) and Cornelius Vincent-Enright (work commitments). 

Proposed by Christine Edwards these be accepted, seconded by David Casewell and 

unanimously agreed. 

 

099/17 4 - Declaration of members’ interests and requests for dispensation: 

 David Ainslie declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 15 as a member of the 

Uppingham Neighbourhood Forum Committee and would like to speak but not vote. 

Dispensation granted by the Clerk. 

 Miranda Jones declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 15 as a member of the 

Uppingham Neighbourhood Forum Committee and would like to speak but not vote. 

Dispensation granted by the Clerk. 

 Christine Edwards declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 15 as a member of the 

Uppingham Neighbourhood Forum Committee and would like to speak but not vote. 

Dispensation granted by the Clerk. 

 

100/17 5 - To confirm the minutes of: The Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 16th 

August 2017. Resolution: Proposed by Peter Rees these be accepted, seconded by 

Miranda Jones and unanimously agreed. 
 

101/17 6 - Democratic 15 minutes – an opportunity for the public to speak.  None present. 

 

102/17 7 - Clerk’s Report and actions since last meeting. 

 

1 - Litter Accumulation and Litter Picking 

At certain times over the late Spring and summer months we have had volumes of litter 

previously not experienced on Tod’s Piece. It’s been the subject of comment from the 

community and members alike even though in the last 12 months we have added 3 more 

litter bins specifically targeting the skate park area. 
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A mini review with our park attendant and Rutland County Council has prompted item 14 

on the agenda to significantly increase the capacity and improve the locations of litter 

bins. 

 

2 - Skate Park / Tod’s Piece / WC / Town Hall / Cemeteries 

Skate Park – no current issues and the improvements to the landscaping of the Southerly 

wall has taken well and enhanced the appearance. 

Tod’s Piece – Repairs to the cradle swing have now been completed and it has been re-

installed. Further tree maintenance will take place in September and October. 

WC – New quotes to repair the WC are being sought but in the meantime it is open. 

Town Hall – essential repairs are now needed to remove and replace the old gas boiler 

that supplies hot water to the rear of the Town Hall. The new solution is likely to be 

electric. The rear store with the gas boiler is in need of refurbishment to increase storage 

capacity for hirers and the Council. It is currently damp and not suitable for storage. 

Cemeteries – we need to make some provision for mapping kindly produced by Norman 

Tomson going forward. 

Allotments (Tod’s Piece) – No current reported issues. 

Allotments (Leicester Road) – maintenance to be booked in with BIFFA when resource 

enables it after two summer months. Allotment preparation for letting to be undertaken 

by Uppingham Grows. 

 

3 - Holidays 

None currently booked. 

 

4 - Clerk Training 

2
nd

 November 2017 – LRALC Code of Conduct Training (2 spaces booked – one for the 

Clerk and one for a member). Resolution: Proposed by David Ainslie and seconded by 

Peter Rees that Stephen Rozak attend on behalf of members, unanimously agreed. 

 

5 - Town Council Consultation  – Spring Back Way 

 

Discussions will shortly commence with Rutland CC about the options for Spring Back 

Way prioritisation scheme and a further round of resident and community engagement. 

This is likely to get underway in November / December. 

 

6 - Heritage Lighting 

The schedule of improvements is underway and the light fittings are currently being 

manufactured with the school half term two weeks in October the target window to 

commence installation. The only possible issue currently is co-ordinating some utilities 

works and the installation of the Orange Street section by using one road closure notice. 

This may result in that section being done last to coincide with the closure period. 

 

7 - Priorities for September 2017 
 

Set out work schedule with an annual calendar view to give members at Full Council a 

clear view of week to week, month to month and annual activities currently being 

undertaken to have it discussed in September. Continuation of this work to enable 

external validation and member input. 

Share current items on the priority schedule for committee chairs so that planning for 

budgets and the remaining months of the current financial year can be discussed. 

Trial Public Sector Software app with Angie Carr for risk and asset assessments – 

refresher session booked for late August with PSS Ltd, this is ongoing and will be for a 3 

to 4 month period ahead of a review in early 2018. 

Allotment Renewals for 2017/18. 
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8 - Priorities to 31
st
 December 2017 

Succession plan to be started to ensure any future handover between incoming Clerk can 

be achieved without the need for lengthy handover periods. 

Refresh of Heritage Trail Website incorporating it into a new website and domain name – 

appoint contractor having obtained quotes. 

Progress plans around a maintenance programme for the Town Hall 

Accumulate resolutions back to Jan 2015 to publish a decision record for use by members 

and in meetings going forward. 

Acquire software to edit meeting sound recordings to get them uploaded to YouTube 

Channel and then shared via each meeting record on Town Council website. 

Contact exemplar Gold+ Councils ahead of compiling Local Council Award Scheme 

submission. 

Commence review of Market and Town Hall user agreements and terms and conditions. 

Present a clear view of town forums back to council. 

Start to prepare for tender process for CORY contract (now Biffa) and factor in RCC 

maintained areas as part of Open Space Review. 

 

9 - Meetings scheduled: 

RCC Strategy Meeting – 12
th
 September at 9am 

John Dawson Associates – 28th September 2017 

 

10 - Additional support: 

Ongoing – Correspondent for The Parochial Charity 

 

The Clerk updated members about the digital recordings and confirmed that all files are 

retained since the resolution was passed to publish them and members are welcome to 

come to the Town Hall to listen to them. To listen to them you will need to bring some 

earphones. An action the Clerk took away was to find out if our website could hold the 

digital files as they are memory hungry. 2Commune who host the website have said they 

can’t in the volume we would supply and suggested we take the same approach adopted 

by Oundle Town Council which effectively is to load them to a YouTube channel and 

then add a link from our website. I tried to do this and because YouTube is expecting a 

video file it requires me to convert and edit the file. This means there are a few pieces of 

work to do and also I need to top and tail the files so it is clear which meeting they are 

for. As a result I need to acquire the software, understand how to make the changes and 

then upload the backlog of meetings. 

 

The Clerk also advised members about a letter that had been sent to Uppingham First 

about the affordable homes for young people. The Clerk had made enquiries with 

LRALC about the powers available to Council for this initiative. From time to time the 

Clerk seeks advice from LRALC or NALC on various matters where my knowledge is 

not up to date or where we need powers to be able to do something. One example 

recently was the Hopper Bus where despite having the General Power of Competence it 

became clear it doesn’t mean you can do what you want as a Council. On this occasion as 

before LRALC put me in touch with Hedley’s Solicitors who has been given the same 

information you were presented with at the Extraordinary Meeting, with the caveat that 

there is likely to be more news and information to follow. Critically, this adviser has been 

selected because if there is a way of achieving something and getting the right powers to 

deliver an initiative, this adviser is the one that can help do that. If Council were so 

minded to use his advice he would be prepared to attend a future meeting at a cost to be 

agreed. This means he could be on hand to assist members when it comes back to Council 

at some future point. We are keen to show Uppingham First we are ready to move and 

discuss the matter once more when they have managed to set up a visit to learn more 

about how this can achieved. 



4 

 

 

Cllr David Ainslie gave an update from the Uppingham First Board that a grant was 

being sought for £7,500 to undertake a feasibility report in relation to this topic and that 

would hopefully address a number of the questions raised. 

 

One other item which is quite serious. We have had the annual return sent back 

uncertificated. The key thing is that this is not unusual and can be sometime due to delays 

or other issues. On this occasion it appears to be because of an objection which I am 

unaware of. In paragraph two it indicates we may incur more fees through the delay and 

further scrutiny of our annual return. That may or may not be the case, but they are 

putting on notice that might happen. The Clerk has spoken to LRALC to see if this has 

any implications for us as a Council and they confirm we just need to follow the process 

set out by Grant Thornton. The Clerk also spoken to Angela Ellison at Grant Thornton to 

see if she can shed light on the circumstances but I was informed to just follow the letter 

of instruction as the matter may be confidential and a response would be made in due 

course. It was also indicated that there was not a timescale by which time matters would 

be concluded. The Clerk then talked about the two areas flagged in the report, the fixed 

asset schedule and re-statement of figures from the prior year. The last item was about the 

objection and the fact that it would not necessarily impact the outcome of this audit. 

 

Also on the table are the outputs from the RCC Strategy meeting plus the decision on 

green bins. 
 

103/17 8 - To receive a budget report to 31
st
 August 2017.  Resolution: Proposed by David 

Casewell this be accepted, seconded by Peter Rees and unanimously agreed. 

 

104/17 9 - To receive the following reports from committees of Uppingham Town Council: 
 

a) Neighbourhood Plan Committee 24
th
 August 2017 at 6:30pm. Resolution: Proposed 

by David Casewell that the minutes be received, seconded by Peter Rees and 

unanimously agreed. 

b) Staffing Committee 6
th
 September 2017. The Clerk left the room at 8:10pm and the 

recording was ceased. 

i. Consider the Clerk’s Annual Performance rating for the period 1
st
 April 2016 

to 31
st
 March 2017. Resolution: Proposed by Lindsay Cooper that the 

appraisal rating be confirmed to the Clerk, seconded by seconded by Sam 

Findlay and unanimously agreed. 

The Clerk re-joined the room at 8:13pm and the meeting recording recommenced. 

 
105/17 10 - To receive reports from representatives working with external bodies: 

 
a) 747 Update by Stephen Rozak – Cllr. Rozak wanted to draw to everyone’s attention 

as there are some keys dates coming up in relation to the 747 bus service. Funding on 

the 747 continues until the end of this year and Centrebus will make a decision 

whether they want to continue with the service by mid- October and will report that 

to Leicestershire County Council. After that dependent on which way that goes a 

decision will be made by Rutland County Council and Leicestershire County Council 

by mid-November as to whether the service will continue or not. 

b) Miranda Jones updated members that Uppingham in Bloom last year were awarded a 

one off commendation for a permanent landscape, this year Uppingham received 

another judges award for Leighfield School and you will recall we gave them a grant 

towards a project to improve their gardens. This won a gold award and was 

highlighted positively by the judges. 

 

106/17 11 - Consider annual support for the Royal British Legion by a donation of £50.00 
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for a wreath for Remembrance Sunday; set against the grant aid donations cost 

centre. Resolution: Proposed by David Ainslie, seconded by Sam Findlay and 

unanimously agreed. 

 

Alec Crombie reminded members that the Remembrance Service is on Sunday 12
th
 

November 2017 and urged as many to attend as possible. 

 

107/17 12 - Consider the first draft of an Uppingham Town Council Operational Schedule 

summarising core activities undertaken by employed staff with a view to: 

 
 Providing feedback on the structure and approach 

 Providing feedback on areas missed or additional items to consider 

 Questions for Personnel Advice & Solutions Ltd who will be invited to validate the 

document when updated post meeting 

 Timeline in terms of reporting back to Staffing Committee and Full Council 

 

Summary of feedback and comments: 

 Complete the executive summary to summarise the key points 

 Should go to the HR adviser at the earliest opportunity 

 Try and reflect future demands from Localism and RCC desire to pass on 

certain services to parish and town councils 

 
Cllr. Ron Simpson joined the meeting at 8.26pm 

 

 Timings could be misleading and should probably be removed 

 HR adviser could allocate their own measures to the time commitment 

 HR Personnel Advice to provide their criteria for assessing this and or 

benchmarking 
 

Resolution: Proposed by David Casewell that Council welcomes the structure and 

approach provided. Council seek confirmation from HR Personnel Advice & Solutions 

Ltd on the methodology and approach they will take to validate the document and any 

other form of benchmarking they consider appropriate. This approach is to include advice 

to Council upon the inclusion or otherwise of timings for tasks. The report to be returned 

to Council in the timelines set out. Seconded by Miranda Jones and unanimously agreed. 

 

108/17 13 - Consider the work undertaken and responses summarised by the 

Neighbourhood Plan Committee to enable a response to Rutland County Council 

about the Local Plan consultation on behalf of the community and Town Council. 

 

Resolution: Proposed by David Casewell that the submission form, subject to the minor 

amendments given for the Local Plan Response to Rutland County Council should be the 

basis of the reply by Uppingham Town Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Committee. 

Seconded by David Ainslie and unanimously agreed. 

 

Action by the Clerk: 

 Update minor changes to the wording in three sections ahead of submission 

 Circulate the submission in due course to all interested groups and the 

Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
109/17 14 - Consider the provision and installation of an additional 6 litter bins for Tod’s 

Piece in the Victoriana style by Wybone and the relocation of two others to more 

suitable positions. 
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Resolution: Proposed by David Ainslie that the clerk be empowered to progress the 

installation of the litter bins on Tod’s Piece, seconded by Peter Rees and unanimously 

agreed. 

 

Ron Simpson declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 15 as a member of the 

Uppingham Neighbourhood Forum and would take part in the discussion but not vote. 

110/17 15 - Consider a response to Rutland County Council relating to the establishment of 

a ‘License to Cultivate Verges’ for Uppingham which would be managed and 

operated by Uppingham Neighbourhood Forum. 

 

Resolution: Proposed by Alec Crombie that Council is content with the approach set out 

to manage and license historic verges and that this is managed between Uppingham 

Neighbourhood Forum and Rutland County Council. Seconded by Peter Rees, 5 in favour 

and 5 abstentions. 

 

111/17 16 - Consider the list of groups and organisations where Council is represented that 

are currently shown in Standing Orders and update the list to allow the Clerk to 

write to all parties; seeking feedback on the Community Engagement Policy and 

confirmation if representatives are required going forward. 

 

Resolution: Proposed by David Ainslie that the Clerk be empowered to write to the 

updated list of organisations. Seconded by Peter Rees and unanimously agreed. 

 

Resolution: Proposed by Alec Crombie that the meeting be extended to 9:40pm, 

seconded by Peter Rees and unanimously agreed. 

 

112/17 17 - To consider the following Planning Applications and make recommendations to 

Rutland County Council: 

 
a) 2017/0693/PTA – Proposal: T1 – 1 No. Sycamore. It is located at the rear of 11 

Poplar Close. The branches are overhanging into the garden of 18 Willow Close. We 

are not proposing a full siding of the tree in line with the boundary, we only want to 

reduce the two main limbs to increase the sunlight in the garden of 17 Willow Close. 

Mr Thomas Udale, 11 Poplar Close, Uppingham, Rutland LE15 9RQ. Resolution: 

Recommended for approval. Proposed by Ron Simpson, seconded by Peter Rees and 

unanimously agreed. 

b) 2017/0735/FUL – Proposal: New entrance gate. M J Bradshaw & Son, Hill Down, 

Glaston Road, Uppingham, Rutland LE15 9EU. Resolution: Recommended for 

approval. Proposed by David Casewell, seconded by Peter Rees and unanimously 

agreed. 

c) 2017/0751/FUL – Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (goods sold in retail sales area) 

of approved application 2016/0376/FUL – Change of use of Part of Welland Vale 

Nurseries to Retail Plant centre. Alterations to highways access, the laying out of two 

open sales areas and the laying out of new car park area and minor alterations to 

existing glasshouse. Replacement of 7 polytunnels (2404m squared) with a new 

glasshouse. Welland Vale Nurseries Ltd, Glaston Road, Uppingham, Rutland LE15 

9EU. Resolution: Recommended for approval. Proposed by Ron Simpson, seconded 

by Christine Edwards and unanimously agreed. 

d) 2017/0804/FUL – Proposal: Erection of two dwellings with associated garages, 

landscaping, open space and infrastructure. Plot substitution to plots 11 and 12 to 

accommodate new sales area. Bloor Homes, Land South of Leicester Road, 

Uppingham, Rutland. Resolution: Recommended for approval. Proposed by David 

Casewell, seconded by Ron Simpson and unanimously agreed. 
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113/17 18 – Accounts for payment, August 2017: 

 

 

The above items have been paid in between meetings from the Lloyds Bank main account and in 

cases where noted deducted from earmarked reserves. 

Resolution: Proposed that these be approved by Sam Findlay, seconded by Christine Edwards and 

unanimously agreed. 

Ron Simpson declared an interest in item 19a as the author of the letter from Uppingham First. 

114/17 19 - Correspondence: 

a) Correspondence from Holland Amusements reference the Annual Fair 

b) LRALC Newsletter 

c) Locality News on Localism Commission 

d) Personnel Advice & Solutions Newsletter 
 

Meeting closed at 9:32p.m. 

 

 

Date Chq. No. / DD Payee Description £

01/08/17 DD Rutland County Council Business rates Printers Yard 8.00                 

01/08/17 DD Rutland County Council Business rates Leic Rd cemetery 19.00               

01/08/17 DD Rutland County Council Business rates London Road Cemetery 22.00               

01/08/17 DD Rutland County Council Business rates Market Place 130.00            

01/08/17 DD Rutland County Council Business rates Town Hall 166.00            

07/08/17 DD True Potential Auto enrolment payments 31.48               

07/08/17 DD Wealthtime Trustee Clerk pension contributions 325.99            

08/08/17 001148 Fields in Trust Annual subscription 50.00               

08/08/17 001149 Rutland County Council July Payoll 3,574.47         

08/08/17 001150 E.ON Public lighting supply 218.72            

08/08/17 001151 Tormax UK Annual maintenance contract 320.40            

08/08/17 001152 E.ON Elec car charging supply 36.78               

08/08/17 001153 Paul Sheehan Building Ltd Supply and fit metal side door to lift 1,365.60         

08/08/17 001154 Amanet Ltd Cloud based back up 33.60               

10/08/17 001155 Quality Office Supplies 2018 Diaries 7.63                 

16/08/17 001156 BIFFA Monthly payment of annual contract 927.90            

18/08/17 DD E.ON Gas supply town hall 57.88               

18/08/17 DD E.ON Elec supply town hall 366.51            

21/08/17 DD Lloyds Bank plc Monthly account charge 5.00                 

22/08/17 DD Personnel Advice & Solutions Monthly fee 120.00            

22/08/17 001157 Quality Office Supplies Storage binders 20.81               

22/08/17 001158 Water Plus Water charges Leic Rd Cemetery 11.24               

22/08/17 001159 Water Plus Water /sewerage charge Town Hall 61.74               

24/08/17 001160 Zurich Municipal Annual insurance premium 2,973.07         

29/08/17 ATM Petty Cash Top up 80.00               

30/08/17 DD Bulley Davey Wealth ManagementPension admin charge 20.00               


