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Uppingham Town Council 

Report to: Full Council 

Date: 3rd April 2019 

Subject: Recreation Land – South of Leicester Road and The Elms 

Agenda Item: 9b 

 

Report Objective(s): Bring members up to speed with recent developments in relation to the recreation land 
gifted by Bloor Homes. 

Background: Part of the land is currently being used by Bloor Homes as a compound for the 
development which gains UTC £5k per annum in rent. This was initially due to be for 3 
years (life of the development), but due to legal delays and a quick build programme is 
now likely to be for 18 months. Bloor Homes currently think they will be off site by mid 
2020 rather than 2021. 
 
This means that there is an opportunity for the successful party securing a long-term 
lease to get access to the site sooner and also UTC taking income from it too. 
 
Culshaw Partnership have been instructed to market the land and contact known 
potential interested parties. Their advice was to seek £20k per annum when initially 
marketed. The programme of marketing to ensure we can demonstrate best value will 
include local and national marketing. 
 
At the point we have some firm interest solicitors would be engaged to draft the lease. At 
this point matters would be presented back to members. 
 
In setting the budget for 2019/20 we didn’t set aside any monies for commercial agent 
fees or legal costs. 
 

Risks & Issues: Failure to effectively open market the recreation land may lead to criticism of Council not 
achieving best value for the land gifted. [Use professional agents and legal reps to ensure 
process meet due diligence tests and a reasonable annual rent is achieved.] 

Consultation & 
Feedback: 

Council have previously resolved to seek a long lease and regular annual income (see 
below 128/17 and the supporting paper attached. 

Options: 1. Do nothing and hold on to the land (would need to ‘unpick’ resolution 128/17) 
2. Vire monies further into the new financial year 
3. Allocate an earmarked reserve at the start of April 2019 

Finance Required: • £2,000 plus disbursements of circa £1,200 – Commercial Agent 

• £3,000 legal fees which in part may be recouped by tenant 

Timeline: Agree next steps for setting of earmarked reserves for 2019/20 

Powers Required: General Power of Competence 

Recommendation(s) 
/ Resolution in 

draft: 

Allocate a suitable amount from either a budget line or earmark in reserves. 

Next Steps and 
Actions for the 

Town Clerk: 

Clerk to action next steps and resolutions. 

Previous Resolution: 

128/17 14 - Consider the next steps and potential use of the recreation land to the South of the 
Bloor Development on Leicester Road to enable the Clerk to draft a brief for the 
Commercial agent appointed to advise Council going forward.  



Resolution: Proposed by David Casewell that Council explores ‘Option 3’ in the briefing 
paper and this is actioned by the Clerk and to include a letter to the representatives of 
Robinsons about the land adjoining which is also designated as recreation land with a 
view to joining the two together. Seconded by Stephen Rozak and unanimously agreed.  

 


